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Westinghouse Circuit Breaker
Compatibility Chart

Westinghouse Circuit Breaker Compatibility Chart: A Comprehensive Guide When it comes to
safeguarding electrical systems, choosing the right circuit breaker is crucial. Westinghouse has been a
trusted name in electrical distribution for decades, renowned for producing reliable circuit breakers
suitable for various applications. However, ensuring compatibility between different breaker models and
electrical panels is essential for safety, performance, and compliance with electrical codes. This is where
the Westinghouse circuit breaker compatibility chart becomes an invaluable resource. It helps
electricians, DIY enthusiasts, and property managers determine which circuit breakers are compatible
with specific Westinghouse panels, preventing costly mistakes and potential hazards. In this article, we
will delve into the details of Westinghouse circuit breaker compatibility, explain how to interpret the
compatibility chart, and provide practical tips for selecting the right breaker for your panel.

Understanding the Importance of Compatibility

Why Compatibility Matters
Electrical panels and circuit breakers are designed to work together as a system. Using an incompatible
breaker can lead to: - Electrical Failures: Breakers may trip unnecessarily or fail to trip during faults. -
Safety Hazards: Increased risk of electrical fires, shocks, or equipment damage. - Code Violations: Non-
compliant installations can result in penalties or insurance issues. - Warranty Voids: Using incompatible
parts may void manufacturer warranties.

Key Factors Influencing Compatibility
When assessing compatibility, consider: - Panel Model and Series: Different series may have specific
breaker requirements. - Breaker Type: Standard, GFCI, AFCI, combination, etc. - Ampere Ratings: Ensure
the breaker’s ratings match the panel’s specifications. - Physical Fit and Mounting: Breakers must
physically fit and mount properly. - Manufacturer Certifications: UL listing and other certifications ensure
safety standards.

Interpreting the Westinghouse Circuit Breaker
Compatibility Chart

Structure of the Compatibility Chart
The Westinghouse compatibility chart is typically organized into sections that list: - Panel Models: The
specific series or models of electrical panels. - Compatible Breakers: List of circuit breakers that can be
used with each panel. - Breaker Types and Ratings: Details on breaker types, amperage ratings, and



features. - Installation Notes: Additional comments or warnings for specific combinations.

How to Read the Chart
1. Identify Your Panel Model: Locate your panel’s model number on the chart. 2. Find Compatible
Breakers: Check the list of breakers that are compatible with your panel. 3. Note the Ratings and
Features: Ensure the breaker’s amperage and type match your needs. 4. Review Additional Notes: Pay
attention to any special instructions or restrictions.

Common Panel Series and Their Compatibility
- Westinghouse W1 Series: Compatible with standard Type Q and QP breakers. - Westinghouse W2
Series: Supports both standard and GFCI breakers from specific series. - Westinghouse W3 Series:
Designed for more advanced breakers, including AFCI options. - Older Models: Compatibility may vary;
always consult the specific chart version.

Types of Westinghouse Circuit Breakers and
Compatibility Considerations

Standard Thermal-Magnetic Breakers
These are the most common and are used for general-purpose circuits. Compatibility Tips: - Match the
breaker type (e.g., QP) with the panel series. - Verify the amperage rating aligns with the circuit load. -
Check the physical fit and mounting style.

GFCI Breakers
Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) breakers protect against ground faults. Compatibility Tips: - Not
all panels support GFCI breakers; verify compatibility. - Use only GFCI breakers listed for your panel
series. - Ensure proper wiring connections to maintain ground fault protection.

AFCI Breakers
Arc-Fault Circuit Interrupters prevent electrical fires caused by arcing faults. Compatibility Tips: -
Confirm panel support for AFCI breakers. - Use AFCI breakers approved for your specific panel model. -
Be aware of local electrical codes requiring AFCI protection.

Combination Breakers
These breakers combine GFCI and AFCI functions for comprehensive protection. Compatibility Tips: -
Check if your panel supports combination breakers. - Verify breaker ratings and features.
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Practical Tips for Ensuring Compatibility

1. Consult the Latest Compatibility Chart Always use the most recent version of the Westinghouse
compatibility chart, as models and support may change over time. 2. Verify Panel and Breaker Model
Numbers Double-check panel labels and breaker markings to ensure accurate matching. 3. Observe
Physical Compatibility Ensure the breaker physically fits the panel’s slots and mounting style. 4. Check
UL Listings and Certifications Only use breakers that are UL-listed or certified by relevant safety
authorities for your region. 5. Consult a Licensed Electrician If unsure, always seek professional advice to
ensure safety and compliance. 6. Maintain Documentation Keep copies of compatibility charts, purchase
receipts, and installation records for future reference.

Common Westinghouse Panel and Breaker Compatibility
Examples

- Westinghouse W1 Panel Series - Compatible with Westinghouse QP and Q series breakers. - Supports
both 15A and 20A thermal-magnetic breakers. - Suitable for residential applications. - Westinghouse W2
Panel Series - Supports GFCI and standard breakers. - Compatibility with specific AFCI breakers may
vary. - Used in both residential and light commercial settings. - Westinghouse W3 Panel Series - Supports
advanced breaker features, including combination AFCI/GFCI. - Compatible with newer Westinghouse
breaker models. - Designed for modern electrical code requirements.

Conclusion

Understanding the Westinghouse circuit breaker compatibility chart is essential for safe and reliable
electrical system maintenance and upgrades. By carefully reviewing the compatibility chart, verifying
panel and breaker specifications, and following best practices, you can ensure that your electrical
installation complies with safety standards and functions optimally. Always prioritize safety and consult a
licensed electrician if you’re uncertain about compatibility or installation procedures. With the right
information and attention to detail, you can confidently select the appropriate Westinghouse circuit
breakers for your electrical panels, safeguarding your property and ensuring peace of mind for years to
come.

Westinghouse Circuit Breaker Compatibility Chart: An In-Depth Analysis Understanding the compatibility
of circuit breakers is crucial for ensuring electrical system safety, efficiency, and longevity.
Westinghouse, a reputable name in electrical distribution and protection, offers a range of circuit
breakers designed for various applications. To maximize their effectiveness and ensure proper
integration, it’s essential to understand the Westinghouse circuit breaker compatibility chart thoroughly.
This guide provides a comprehensive overview of the compatibility chart, detailing its components,
significance, and practical application.

What Is the Westinghouse Circuit Breaker Compatibility



Chart?

The Westinghouse circuit breaker compatibility chart is a detailed reference tool that outlines which
circuit breakers are compatible with specific panel boards, enclosures, and electrical systems. It serves
as a guide for electricians, engineers, and maintenance personnel to select the appropriate breaker
model for a particular installation, ensuring proper fit, function, and safety compliance. Purpose of the
Compatibility Chart: - To prevent mismatched breaker and panel combinations - To facilitate quick and
accurate selection of breakers - To confirm that the breaker meets the system’s voltage, current, and
interrupting requirements - To ensure compliance with electrical codes and standards - To reduce the
risk of equipment failure or electrical hazards

Components of the Compatibility Chart

The compatibility chart is organized into several critical sections, each providing vital information to aid
in breaker selection: 1. Breaker Series and Types - Standard Series: e.g., Q-Line, QO, HOM, etc. -
Specialty Breakers: Ground fault, combination arc-fault, or high-interruption capacity breakers. - Frame
Types: Different sizes and designs tailored for specific panel types. 2. Panel and Enclosure Models -
Identification of compatible panelboards and load centers. - Specific model numbers (e.g., CH Series,
QMB Series). - Compatibility notes regarding panel ratings and configurations. 3. Voltage and Current
Ratings - Nominal voltage ratings (e.g., 120/240V, 480V). - Ampere ratings (e.g., 15A, 20A, 100A, 225A). -
Interrupting ratings (e.g., 10kA, 22kA, 65kA). 4. Trip Mechanism and Features - Thermomagnetic trip
(standard overcurrent protection). - Electronic trip (ground fault, arc-fault detection). - Adjustable trip
settings. 5. Mounting and Compatibility Notes - Compatibility with DIN rail, panel mounting, or plug-in
configurations. - Notes on physical fitment and clearance requirements. 6. Additional Features and
Accessories - Shunt trips, auxiliary contacts, or remote trip options. - Compatibility with optional
accessories.

Importance of Using the Compatibility Chart Correctly

Leveraging the compatibility chart effectively is essential to ensure electrical safety and compliance.
Misapplication can lead to: - Electrical Hazards: Overcurrent, short circuits, or equipment damage. -
Code Violations: Non-compliance with NEC or local standards. - System Failures: Reduced lifespan or
malfunctioning of electrical components. - Warranty Issues: Invalidating product warranties due to
improper use. Best Practices for Using the Compatibility Chart: - Always cross-reference the specific
panel or enclosure model with the breaker specifications. - Verify voltage and current ratings match the
application requirements. - Ensure the interrupting capacity exceeds the system fault level. - Consider
future expansion or load increases when selecting breakers. - Consult manufacturer datasheets or
technical support for clarifications.

Deep Dive into Compatibility Aspects

1. Matching Breaker Series to Panel Types Westinghouse offers various breaker series, each optimized
for specific panel types: - Q-Line Breakers: Widely used for residential and light commercial applications,
compatible with Q-Line panels. - QO Breakers: Known for durability and easy installation, compatible
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with QO load centers. - HOM Series: Designed for commercial and industrial panels, offering high
interrupting capacities and advanced trip features. - Br Series and Other Specialty Series: For specific
applications like motor control or specialized loads. Understanding which series fits your panel is the first
step. For example, a QO breaker should be used with QO panels; mixing series may lead to fitment issues
or unsafe operation. 2. Voltage and Current Compatibility Ensuring the breaker’s voltage and current
ratings align with the system: - Voltage Compatibility: Breakers are rated for specific voltages; using a
breaker rated for 120V in a 240V system is unsafe. - Amp Ratings: Select a breaker rated slightly above
the normal load but within the panel’s maximum capacity. - Interrupting Capacity: The breaker must
handle the maximum prospective fault current; otherwise, it could fail during a short circuit. 3. Physical
Fit and Mounting Compatibility Physical compatibility is crucial: - Panel Cutouts and Mounting Styles:
Check if the breaker’s dimensions match the panel’s mounting provisions. - Plug-In vs. Bolt-On:
Westinghouse breakers come with different mounting mechanisms; ensure compatibility with the panel’s
design. - Clearance and Accessibility: Adequate space must be maintained for operation and
maintenance. 4. Trip Functionality and Features Compatibility Select breakers with appropriate trip
mechanisms: - Thermomagnetic Trip: Suitable for general overcurrent protection. - Electronic Trip:
Provides additional features like ground fault detection. - Adjustable Settings: For precise coordination
within complex systems. Make sure the panel supports these features if needed.

Practical Applications and Compatibility Considerations

Scenario 1: Residential Load Center Upgrade Suppose you are upgrading a residential load center: - Use
the compatibility chart to select QO or Q-line breakers compatible with your existing panel. - Verify the
breaker’s amperage rating matches the load demand. - Ensure the voltage rating is appropriate for the
supply. Scenario 2: Industrial Panel Installation For industrial applications: - Check the compatibility
chart for high interrupting capacity breakers (e.g., 65kA or higher). - Confirm the breaker series can
handle the motor loads or other heavily inductive loads. - Verify mounting styles and physical dimensions.
Scenario 3: System Expansion When expanding systems: - Use the chart to identify compatible breakers
for new panel sections. - Ensure that the new breakers do not exceed the existing system’s fault current
capacity. - Maintain consistency in breaker series for uniformity and ease of maintenance.

Common Challenges and Troubleshooting

1. Incompatibility Issues - Mismatch between breaker series and panel model. - Using a breaker with
insufficient interrupting capacity. - Physical fitment problems due to incorrect mounting type. Solution:
Always verify the specific compatibility chart entries before purchase or installation. 2. Obsolete or
Discontinued Models - Some older Westinghouse breaker models may no longer be compatible with
newer panels. - Replacement parts or compatible breakers may be limited. Solution: Consult with
Westinghouse or authorized distributors for updated compatibility charts and replacement options. 3.
Incorrect Ratings - Selecting a breaker with the wrong amperage or voltage rating. Solution: Perform
load calculations and system analysis before selecting breakers; consult technical support if unsure.

Resources and Support

- Westinghouse Official Documentation: Always refer to the latest compatibility charts and technical



datasheets available on Westinghouse’s official website. - Technical Support: Contact Westinghouse
customer support for complex or uncertain cases. - Authorized Distributors: Obtain certified
Westinghouse breakers and accessories through authorized channels to ensure compatibility.

Conclusion

The Westinghouse circuit breaker compatibility chart is an essential tool for anyone involved in electrical
system design, installation, or maintenance. It ensures that the right breaker is selected for the right
application, promoting system safety, reliability, and compliance. By understanding the chart’s
components—ranging from series compatibility, voltage and current ratings, to physical and functional
features—you can make informed decisions that safeguard your electrical infrastructure. Investing time
in consulting the compatibility chart before procurement and installation can prevent costly errors,
reduce downtime, and ensure the longevity of your electrical systems. Always stay updated with the
latest charts and technical specifications from Westinghouse to keep your electrical installations safe,
efficient, and compliant with current standards.

Questions & Answers About westinghouse circuit breaker
compatibility chart

No Question Answer

1 What is the purpose of a
Westinghouse circuit breaker
compatibility chart?

The chart helps determine which circuit breakers are
compatible with specific Westinghouse panels, ensuring
proper fit, electrical ratings, and safety standards.

2 How do I use a Westinghouse
circuit breaker compatibility
chart?

Identify your panel model and serial number, then cross-
reference it with the chart to find compatible circuit breaker
models and specifications.

3 Are Westinghouse circuit breaker
compatibility charts available
online?

Yes, Westinghouse provides digital compatibility charts on
their official website and through authorized distributor
resources for easy access.

4 Can I replace a Westinghouse
circuit breaker with a different
brand using the compatibility
chart?

Compatibility charts generally focus on Westinghouse
breakers; using a different brand requires verifying that the
breaker meets the panel's specifications and may not always
be recommended.

5 What information do I need to
check compatibility on the chart?

You need the panel model number, the circuit breaker type
(e.g., single-pole, double-pole), amperage rating, and
sometimes serial or manufacturing codes.

6 Is it safe to use a circuit breaker
not listed on the Westinghouse
compatibility chart?

No, using unlisted breakers can compromise safety and may
violate electrical codes. Always use breakers approved for
your specific panel model.

7 How often should I consult the
Westinghouse circuit breaker
compatibility chart?

Whenever replacing or upgrading breakers, or if you're
unsure about compatibility, it's important to consult the
chart to ensure proper and safe operation.



© sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com Westinghouse Circuit Breaker Compatibility Chart 7

8 What are the consequences of
installing incompatible circuit
breakers in a Westinghouse panel?

Installing incompatible breakers can lead to electrical faults,
increased risk of fire, equipment damage, or voiding of
warranty and safety certifications.

Westinghouse circuit breaker, breaker compatibility, electrical panel compatibility, circuit breaker types,
Westinghouse breaker specs, breaker interchangeability, panel compatibility guide, circuit breaker
sizing, electrical panel compatibility chart, Westinghouse breaker model
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